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Dear Shona  

INFECTED BLOOD PAYMENTS 

I am writing to seek an update regarding the delivery of financial support by the 
Scottish Government to those affected by infected NHS blood.  

It is important that people infected or affected by Hepatitis C and/or HIV infection 
from contaminated blood should receive financial support as quickly as possible. The 
previous Health and Sport Committee wrote to you on 17 February 2016 urging 
payments to be made as soon as possible. We are therefore concerned as a 
Committee that to date the delivery of interim arrangements via the existing UK 
schemes has not resulted in payments being made. Could you provide information 
regarding the reasons these payments continue to be delayed and an indication of 
when you expect payments to begin? 

In your letter to the previous Committee dated 18 March 2016 you discussed your 
support for the Scottish Financial Review Group report recommendation that in the 
future financial support should be delivered through a single Scottish agency. Could 
you provide further information on the progress the Scottish Government has made 
regarding establishing this agency? When do you expect these new long term 
arrangements for future administration of payments in Scotland to take effect?   

With many who are awaiting financial support suffering from ill health and financial 
pressures we hope that a resolution to the issuing of payments will be delivered 
quickly. We would be pleased to receive your early update on the situation as soon 
as possible. 
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Yours sincerely 

 

 
Neil Findlay MSP 
Convener of the Health and Sport Committee 


